A convenient procedure for the direct esterification of cinnamic acids with phenols or 2-(7V-phthalimido)ethanol is described. The method is simple and clean, environmentally friendly and high-yielding for both electron-releasing and electron-withdrawing substituted phenols. The heteropolyacid H6P2Wi8C>62-24 H2O was employed as catalyst, both bulk and supported on silica.
Introduction
Cinnamates are both antioxidant and/or flavoring agents in diverse plant species. A bioactive imidoalkyl cinnamate, 2-(N-phthalimido)ethyl cinnamate, is a potent inhibitor of the 17P-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase enzymes involved in diseases such as prostatic and breast cancer, Alzheimer disease and benign prostatic hyperplasia.1 Aryl cinnamates have been used as intermediates for diverse heterocyclic Only a few procedures have been used to prepare aryl cinnamates, including the classic method via cinnamoyl chloride,5 or using DCC6 or BOP1 as coupling agents to perform the direct reaction between cinnamic acid and a phenol; or from a phosphorane and a benzaldehyde7. However, these methods have drawbacks, such as the formation of the carcinogenic by-product HMPA (from BOP)8 or, from the point of view of green chemistry, a low atom economy (by using DCC or SOCI2; besides, in the latter case a heating at 350° is prescribed).5 Other cinnamates have been obtained using friendly conditions from cinnamaldehydes using heterogeneous catalyst and DDQ9, and direct esterification using water-tolerant Z1OCI2. 8H2O 
Results and Discussion
In connection with our research project on the eco-friendly synthesis of organics related to selective pesticides, we wish to report the results obtained for the direct esterification between cinnamic acids (1) and phenols (2) Table 1 , entries 1 and 11) showing that the catalyst maintains an almost constant activity.
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(77.0 ppm) for 13C-NMR.
General procedure for preparing aryl and imidoethyl cinnamates
A solution of a cinnamic acid 1 (1.1 mmol) and a phenol 2 or 2-phthalimidoethanol 3 (1 mmol) in toluene (2 ml, or 3 ml when supported catalyst was used) and the bulk or silica-supported WD acid (10'2 mmol) were refluxed with stirring for the indicated time. In both cases the catalyst was removed by filtration and washed twice with toluene (1 mL each). The organic solution was washed with cold IM NaOH (2x2 mL) and H2O (2x2 mL) and then dried over anh. Na2SO4.
Evaporation of the solvent under reduced pressure and recrystallization from hexanes, or silica flash column chromatography gave the pure cinnamate 4. 
Compound characterization Phenyl cinnamate (4a

